
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Bethesda Presbyterian Church 

Aberdeen, North Carolina 
Founded 1788 

“Glorifying God by proclaiming the gospel of 
Jesus Christ through love, faith, prayer, and service.” 



Service for the Lord’s Day 
September 17, 2023,  11 o’clock 
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost  

Enter Reverently.   Meditate Quietly.   Worship Devoutly.   Leave Gratefully.   Serve Faithfully. 
 

Gathering Music                                              
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Chiming of the Trinity             
 

Prelude                    When Morning Gilds the Sky                           Smith 
Bringing in the Light of Christ                 

 
†Call to Worship                                      Based on 1 Corinthians 12:4-7                         
               
Leader:  As we commission our teachers and pray for those who lead in 
word and song, let us remember a manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
each Christian for the common good.  Leaders who will use their gifts to 
encourage and nurture the faith of our worshipping community. Let us 
pray: 
 

ALL:  Holy Spirit, provider of the gifts that give us each a unique 
identity in Christ, we give thanks for the willingness of these to 
serve and their generosity as they share their gifts and talents with 
us. In response, we commit ourselves to receive their teaching, 
leadership, music, and worship offerings to the edification of our 
souls and the glory of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

†Hymn #757             Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples 
 

Call to Confession    
 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 
[Silence] Wonderful God, we rejoice in your grace and love. We adore 
you with hearts, minds, bodies, and souls and are moved to offer you 



our worship and praise. You are a God who leads and calls us, loves and 
sustains us, teaches and enlivens us through your Word, guidance, and 
Holy Spirit. We confess that our desires and behaviors sometimes pull 
us away from you. We ignore your call, put down those we love, find 
ways to hate, and turn to superficial sustenance. We ask for your mercy 
and grace. In Jesus' name, we pray. Amen. 
Assurance of Pardon                                                        
†Sharing of the Peace 
 

†Congregational Response Hymn #582          Glory to God                
 

Graduation of Children from Children’s Church   
 

Prayer of Illumination 
 

Old Testament Reading                                            Deuteronomy 6:1-9 
 
 

Anthem                             Always By Our Side                  Chancel Choir 
Burrows/McDonald 

 

Gospel Reading                                                           Matthew 28:16-20 
 

Sermon                      “A More Modest Commission” 
 
†Hymn #450                     Be Thou My Vision 
                                                                         
Commissioning of Sunday School Teachers            see insert for litany 
†Affirmation of Faith                                              The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
(*In this context, the word catholic is defined as the universal Christian church) 

 



Offering & Offertory      All Creatures of Our God and King                  Hustad 
 

†Hymn # 606                             Doxology 
†Prayer of Thanksgiving      

One: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them to the Lord. 
One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

      
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

   
†Closing Hymn  #298 vs 1,2,5    Lord, You Give the Great Commission 
                           
†Charge and Benediction                                               
†Choral Benediction #546 v.1      Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
Lord, dismiss us with your blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

let us each, your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace. O refresh 
us, O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 

Taking the light of Christ into the world          
 
Postlude                              Postlude Victorious                             Martin                          

†  Please stand as you are able. 
We welcome children with all the energy, enthusiasm, wisdom, and vocalization they bring to worship.  

Announcements 
 

Flowers today are given by Willis Clark in memory of his parents, Harris and 
Gladys Clark. 



Session and Deacons Meetings today at 4 and 6 pm respectively. 
 

Bethesda Youth Group BYG meets tonight at 5 pm. Open for all 6-12th 
graders! We are looking for volunteers to provide meals & lead the devotions at 
our Sunday evening meetings.  If you would like to help in either of these ways, 
please contact Ashtyn at (910)986-4002 or ashtyn.dca@gmail.com 
 

Peace and Global Witness special offering is being collected. This offering 
draws us together by providing education and exposure to those who show us 
how to do peacemaking well. It allows us to create resources for dealing with 
conflict, providing nurturing reconciliation, and standing in support of our 
global siblings because the peace of Christ belongs to people everywhere.  This 
offering season will end on October first, World Communion Sunday.  
 

Homecoming – the 100th Anniversary of the first Homecoming is this year! 
We will kick off the weekend with a soup supper on Friday at 6 pm. 
Homecoming worship with a covered dish picnic lunch will be celebrated on 
Sunday at 11 am at Old Bethesda.  
 

Last Week’s Numbers 
Sunday School Attendance   56   Offering Collected $6,814.50 
Worship Attendance  112 

 
 

Celebrations and Concerns 
Members 

    Ginger Wilson      Mona Kahl     Jim Kahl      Matt Forbis       Beverly Cunningham     
           Don and Jean McGiffin     Earlene and Larry McLamb     Nate Forbis  

Jane Sandrock     Jim Thomas   Ann Woodfield     Linda Parke     Andy White    
Willis Clark         Sara Swartout    Jim Shaffer      Bill Parke 

Members in Facilities  
Hugh Joyce, Ellen Heckman - Penick Village 

Members to Keep in Prayer 
Doris Moon    Jane Sandrock    Kitty Kuzminski    Nancy Clark 

Dot Templin   Jackson and Polly Smith   Bruce and Joyce Thomas   
 Joyce McInnis  Don and Jean McGiffin    Ruth Sinclair   Gladys Harris 

Friends and Family (new additions in bold) 

mailto:ashtyn.dca@gmail.com


A Merry Hearts family who lost a family member in a car accident 
Jenny Abbot 
Eliana Adamah (friend of David Priddy) 
Cindy Atwell (daughter of Connie Atwell and Ron Schuch) 
Bob (a friend of Craig and Sharon Fogleman) 
Seppo Bernet 
June Bosley (cousin of Sue Wiener) 
The Byerly family (niece of Ann Woodfield) 
Sarah Corcoran (Marjorie Downey’s granddaughter)  
Holly Davenport (Kim Clark’s sister) 
Kyle Donohue (Kitty Kuzminski’s niece) 
Carole Douglas (Lisa Noyes’ mom) 
Lisa Eaton (Ann Woodfield’s daughter) 
For the family of Mike Frye (friend of Mary Ann Ward) 
Samantha Garrison (former member of Bethesda) 
Pete Golden (friend of Laura Hill) 
April Graf (friend of Ann Woodfield) 
Morgan Hall (friend of Chuck and Nancy Dearborn) 
Justin Hanks (nephew of Chuck and Nancy Dearborn) 
Henry & Vera Hutcherson (Will Jacob’s grandparents) 
Ricky and Kam Hurst (friends of Bethesda) 
Roger Jacobs (husband of Peggy Jacobs) 
Carolyn Johnston (Jane Long’s sister) 
Jesse Joyce (friend of Bill and Linda Parke) 
Jerry Kahl (son of Jim Kahl) 
Pat Kelly (Kim Clark’s dad) 
Kelsi (friend of Carolyn Burns) 
Reid Kendrick (uncle of David Priddy) 
Millie Langenfeld (Nancy Dearborn’s aunt) 
Ron Layne (friend of Laura Hill) 
Patrick McLaughlin (son of Pat and Sandy McLaughlin) 
Mary Leonard (friend of Cy Israel) 
Judy and Mike Melendez (friends of Chuck and Nancy Dearborn) 
Betty Parke (Bill Parke’s sister) 
Bob and Vickie Pinkston (friends of Gloria Crane) 
Jennifer Pinkston (Gloria Crane’s daughter) 
Tom Pinkston (Gloria Crane’s son) 
Alexander Deaton Riley (Great-grandson of Kitty Kuzminski) 



Betty Ann Shaw (mother of Mary Ann Ward) 
Avery Slachter (friend of Sally Noyes) 
Tamera (friend of Sharon Fogleman) 
Ed and Linda Stallings (friends of Jane McInnis) 
Floyd Strupe (Mary Katherine’s father) 
Evelyn Terry (friend of Mary Ann Ward) 
Kathy Walker (friend of Kitty Kuzminski) 
Kathy and Dale Weston (Nancy Dearborn’s cousins)

September Birthdays 
17 Alicia Oakes 
 Candace Brock 
20 Jane Sandrock 
23 Claire Arnold 

27 Karen Robertson 
 Bailey Byers 
28 JJ Southers 
29 Pat McClain 

   

  



 

Pastor 
 David W. Priddy   revdpriddy@gmail.com          phone: 336-970-7670 
 
Administrator    

Julie Formanski             bethesdapres@ncrrbiz.com          phone: 944-1319 
                                  
Music Director & Organist            
          Earlene McLamb           velmc49@yahoo.com                   phone: 281-3231 
    

Grounds   Matt Harris       Nursery   Rebecca Dunn       Custodian   King Chavis 
 

Office hours:  Monday-Thursday, 9:00 am–2:00 pm 
Friday, 9:00 am–12 noon 

 
Bethesda Presbyterian Church 1002 N. Sandhills Blvd. 

Aberdeen, NC 28315 
910-944-1319 

 
 

https://bethesdapres.church                                                www.facebook.com/bethesdapres 
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Commitment to Service 
One: The body of Christ has discerned your desire and has affirmed your gifting to teach Sunday 
School. Being a teacher requires energy, patience, commitment, hard work, and heart for God’s 
word and people. Do not enter into this responsibility easily or without thought, but joyfully and 
responsibly, recognizing that the Spirit of God is at work within and through you.  

Please answer the following questions:  

Do you trust in Jesus Christ our Savior, acknowledge him as Lord of all and Head of the Church 
and through him believe in One God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

All: We do. 

One: Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the 
unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ? 

All: We do. 

One: Will you fulfill your calling in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and 
be continually guided by our confessions? 

All: We will. 

One: Will you be a faithful Sunday School teacher, leading others to the knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

All: We will. 

One: Congregation, do commit to praying for and building up our you Sunday School teachers? 

All: We do. 

Petitions 

Blessed Lord, who causes all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; grant that these 
teachers may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them; so that the Word may dwell 
richly within them.         Amen. 

O Lord God, pour out upon them the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, so that they might rightly discern your 
Word.           Amen. 

O Lord, our Rock and Redeemer, may the words of their mouths and the meditation of their heart 
be pleasing in your sight, so that you would be glorified in their teaching.     
      Amen. 

Prayer of Consecration 
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